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5™ July 2010

Takahoa Bay Society Inc
c¢/o Peter Liddle
PO Box 46 018

Herne Bay

Re: Takahoa Government Purpose Wildlife Management Reserve.

In recent days I have communicated with several members of your Society in making

inquiries into the Commercial Eel fishing that occurred within the lake last year.

As explained to them the lake is a Reserve and subject to the Reserves Act 1977. As
such no commercial activity such as Eel harvesting can be carried out within the lake

without first obtaining a concession from the Department of Conservation (DOC).

I have spoken with the Commercial Eel fisher involved. He claimed not to be aware
of the status of this area as a Reserve or that he needed a Concession from DOC in

order to harvest from it.

This individual has been warned for his actions and has lost the excuse of ignorance

should he fish in protected waters again.

The last official survey of freshwater fish in the Takahoa lake was carried out in 1992
by NIWA. Both species of NZ Eel - long and short fin were found. as well as

common bully and yellow eyed mullet. Of these the long finned Eel is listed as being
in gradual decline nationally — hence DOC’s concern regarding it being commefcially

fished in protected waters.

1 have attached a very brief information sheet about the longfin Eel. If you are
interested in more in depth information Amy MacDonald of the Northland

Conservancy would be happy to assist — amacdonald@doc.govt.nz.
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have fallen into the water.
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Big eels are the top predators in '
rivers, lakes and wetlands. Small :
eels tend to eat mostly agquatic bugs i
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THREATS

Longfin are vulnerable to overfishing
because they are so long lived and
only breed once, They have lost a lot
of habitat through wetland drainage
and the construction of hydro-dams
and other barriers which they cannot
climb. The guality of river habitat
has also declined through land
clearance and agricultural
development.

YOU CAN DO
YOUR BIT

Eeling is a popular pa.sﬁme but if we
want o continve to enjoy it DOC
recommends people return any eels
they don't want to eat unharmed and
consider returning all big eels over
75 cm. Making sure they don't
swallow hooks helps ensure their
survival after being released. That
big eel may have been around a lot
longer than you.




